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NOTICE OFPUBLICHEARING ANOINTENT TQADOPT AMITIGATEDNEGATIVE
DECLARATION

This is to advise that theCity of Avenalhas prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the Project identified below that is scheduled to beheard at the City of AvenalCity Council
Meeting onThursday, October 8§ 2020

PLEASE BE ADVISED thtite City of Avenalwill consider adopting the Mitigated Negative
Declaration at theCity Councilsmeeting to be held orOctober 8 2020. Presentations will be
made at approximately5:15 p.m. Action on items on the board agenda will occur after the
presentations. The meetingvill be held in the Avenal Theater, 233 EastKings Street Avenal,
CA 93204.

Project Name

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project

Project Location

Southeast corner ofSouth HanfordAvenueand South 7h Avenue in Avenal, California.
Project Description

Jose Valencia (Applicant), with he City of Avenal(City) as Lead Agencyhas proposed to

construct four multi -family fourplex units (Project) within the City of Avenalin the western
portion of Kings Couny, California. The residential development would occupy

APDPOT GEI AGAT U TT A AAOA T £ ' R30AOGONIhaRIofect @odId A A
require a General Plan Amendmen{GPA) and a Zone Change (ZC). The Project would
ATTTAAO O1 OE AwaterEabdIsewerBsyster@si heAcbndtiQction of the new

residential development would serve current residents of Avenaland is not expected to
increasethe population of the City.

The construction of fourplex units will take approximately 10 months per unit, with the
complete Project to be completed in 40 months. Construction will include no more than five
people onsite. Equipment that may be used during construction includes 12 CY and 20 CY
scrapers, motor graders, a 50@allon water truck, a small excavator/tractor, a rubbertired
compactor, 12 CY concrete trucks, and a concrete extrusion machine.

The document and documents referenced in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration are available forreview at Avenal City Halllocated at919 Skyline Boulevard
Avenal, CA93204.

As mandated by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the public review period
for this document was 30 days (CEQA Section 15073)bJThe public review period began on
August21, 2020 and ended onSeptember20, 2020. For further information, please contact
Jaymie Brauerat 661-616-2600 or jaymie.bruaer@qgkinc.com
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

MITIGATEINEGATIVIDECLARATION

As Lead Agencyunder the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), th€ity of Avenal

(Applicant) reviewed the Project described below to determine whether it could have a

significant effect on the environment because of its development. In accordance with CEQA

" OEAAT ET AO 3AAOEIT puvowch O O ECI EZEAAT O AEEA
potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditionsithin the area

affected by theProject, including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and

objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

Project Name

Valencia -Avenue Multifamily Home Development Project

Project Location

Southeast corner ofEast MendocinoStreet and South T Avenue in Avenal, California.

Project Description

Jose Valencia (Applicantias proposed to construct four multi-family fourplex units

(Project) within the City of Avenal locatedin the western portion of Kings County California.

The residential development would occupy approximately one acrg! AAAOOT 08 O 0 A«
Number [APN 040-280-018). The Project would require a General Plan Amendme(EPA)

and aZone ChangeThe Projectx | O1 A AT 1T AAO O1 OEA #EOU 1 £ !
systems.

The construction of fourplex units will take approximately 10 months per unit, with the
entire Project to be completed in 40 monthsilt is anticipated that construction will include
up to five staff onsite. EQuipment that may be used during construction includes 12 CY and
20 CY scrapers, motor grders, a 500gallon water truck, a small excavator/tractor, a rubber
tired compactor, 12 CY concrete trucks, and a concrete extrusion machine.

The doawment and documents referenced in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration are available for review atAvenal City Halllocated at919 Skyline Boulevard,
Avenal, CA 93204.

As mandated by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the publieview period

for this document was 30 days (CEQA Section 15073[b]). The public review period began on
August 10 2020 and ended onSeptember 9 2020. For further information, please contact
Jaymie Brauer at 661616-2600 or jaymie.bruaer@qgkinc.com

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

Mailing Address and Phone Number of Contact Person

City of Avenal

919 Skyline Boulevard

Avenal, CA 9204

Contact Person:Fernando Santillan
Phone:(559) 386-5776

Findings

As Lead Agency the City finds that the Project will not have a significant effect on the
environment. The Environmental Checklist (CEQA Guidelines Appendix G) or Initial Study
(IS) (see Section 3- Environmental Checklis) identified one or more potentially significant
effects on the environment, butrevisions to the Project have been made before the release
of this Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or mitigation measures would be implemented
that reduce all potertially significant impactsto lessthan-significant levels. The_ead Agency
further fin ds that there is no substantial evidence that thi®roject would have a significant
effect on the environment.

Mitigation Measures Included in theProject to Avoid Potentially Significant
Effects

MM BIO1: Prior to ground disturbing activities, aqualified wildlife biologist shall conduct a
biological clearance survey between 14 and 30 calendar days prior to the onset of
construction. The clearance survey shall include walking transects to identify presence of
San Joaquin kit fox, American badge8 x AET OT 160 EAxEh 7AOO0AOI
birds and other specialstatus species or signs of, and sensitive natural communitieshe
preconstruction survey shall be walked by no greater than 3@oot transects for 100 percent
coverage of the Project ite and the 50-foot buffer, where feasible.A report outlining the
results of the survey shall be submitted to the Lead Agency.

>
(@}
O)

Potential kit fox dens may be excavated provided that the following conditions are satisfied:
(1) the den has been monitored ér at least five consecutive days and is deemed unoccupied
by a qualified biologist; (2) the excavation is conducted by or under the direct supervision
of a qualified biologist. Den monitoring and excavation should be conducted in accordance
with the Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit
Fox Prior to or During Ground DisturbancéUnited States Fish and Wildlife Service, 2011)

MM BIO-2: Prior to ground disturbance activities, or within oneweek of being deployed at

the Project site for newly hired workers, all construction workers at the Project site shall
attend a Construction Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program,
developed and presented by a qualified biologist.

The Construction Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program shall
be presented by the biologist and shall include information on the life history wildlife and
plant species that may be encountered during construction activities, their led protections,

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
City of Avenal Page?2



Mitigated Negative Declaration

OEA AAEET EOETT 1T &£ OOAEAS6 O1 AAO OEA %l AAT CAOAA
implementing to protect the species, reporting requirements, specific measures that each

worker must employ to avoid take of the species, and pen#ts for violation of the Act.
Identification and information regarding speciatstatus or other sensitive species with the

potential to occur on the Project site shall also be provided to construction personnel. The

program shall include:

1 An acknowledgementform signed by each worker indicating that environmental
training has been completed and

1 A copy of the training transcript and/or training video/CD, as well as a list of the
names of all personnel who attended the training and copies of the signed
acknowledgement forms shall be maintaied onsite for the duration of construction
activities.

MM BIO3: The following measures shall be implemented to reduce potential impacts to

3xAET O 1 & @ll PEbject Bctlyities are completed outside of the Swadi 1 6§ O EAxE
nesting season (February 15 through August 31), this mitigation measure shall need not be

applied. If construction is planned during the nesting season, a preconstruction survey shall

be conducted by a qualified biologist to evaluate the site dna 0.5mile buffer around the

OEOA &£ O AAOEOA 3xAET OIT160 EAxE 1AOOO8 )& b
substrates occur within 0.5 miles of the Project site, then those nests or substrates must be

the protocol outlinedinthe 2 AA7 / [ AT AAA 4E7 EI ¢ AT A -AOCEI Al T ¢
. AOOCET ¢ 3000AUO0C ET #AIBAEAIGEADBD #HANxEOA4 A AFAIE
Committee 2000). The protocol recommends viss be made to each nest or nesting site: one

during January XMarch 20 to identify potential nest sites, three during March 2@April 5,

three during April 5zApril 20, and three during June 1@July 30. To meet the minimum level

of protection for the species, surveys shall be completed for at least the two survey periods
immediately prior to Project-related ground disturbance activities.

) £ 3xAET OT 180 EAXxEO AOA A QAMOEDA 13ROXE IxEIOEED E
shall be avoided by 0.5 mile during the nesting period,unless this avoidance buffer is
OAAOAAA OEOI OCE Al 1001 OAOGET1T xEOE OEA #%$&78 )
within 500 feet of the Project or within the Project site, the Project proponent shall contact

CDFW for gidance.

MM BIO4: A qualified biologist shall conduct a preconstruction survey on the Project site
and within 500 feet of its perimeter, where feasible, to identify the presence of the western
burrowing owl. The survey shall be conducted between 14 and 30 days prior to trstart of
construction activities. If any burrowing owl burrows are observed during the
preconstruction survey, avoidance measures shall be consistent with those included in the
CDFW staff report on burrowing owl mitigation (CDFG 2012). If occupied burrowigp owl
burrows are observed outside of the breeding season (September 1 through January 31) and
within 250 feet of proposed construction activities, a passive relocation effort may be
instituted in accordance with the guidelines established by the Califorai Burrowing Owl
Consortium (1993) and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (2012). During the

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Mitigated Negative Declaration

breeding season (February 1 through August 31), 200-meter (minimum) buffer zone
should be maintained unless a qualified biologist verifies through nanvasive methods that
either the birds have not begun egg laying and incubation or that juveniles from the occupied
burrows are foraging independently and are capable of independent survival.

In addition, impacts to nest sitesshall be avoided in accordane with the following table
unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW verifies through noninvasive methods that
either: (1) the birds have not begun egg laying and incubation; ¢2) that juveniles from the
occupied burrows are foraging independently ad are capable of independent survival.

Location Time of Year Level of Disturbance

Low Med High
Nesting sites | April 1-Aug 15| 200 m* | 500 m | 500 m

Nesting sites | Aug 160ct 15| 200 m | 200 m | 500 m
Nesting sites | Oct 16Mar 31 | 50 m 100 m | 500 m

MM BIO-5: If construction is planned outside the nesting period foraptors (other than the
western burrowing owl) and migratory birds (February 15 to August 31), no mitigation shall
be required. If construction is planned during the nesting season for migraty birds and
raptors, a preconstruction survey to identify active bird nests shall be conducted by a
gualified biologist to evaluate the site and a 25®oot buffer for migratory birds and a 500
foot buffer for raptors. If nesting birds are identified during the survey, active raptor nests
shall be avoided by 500 feet and all other migratory bird nests shall be avoided by 250 feet.
Avoidance buffers may be reduced if a qualified onsite monitor determines that
encroachment into the buffer area is not affectig nest building, the rearing of young, or
otherwise affecting the breeding behaviors of the resident birds. Because nesting birds can
establish new nests or produce a second or even third clutch at any time during the nesting
season, nesting bird surveyshall be repeated every 30 days as construction activities are
occurring throughout the nesting season.

No construction or earth-moving activity shall occur within a nondisturbance buffer until it

is determined by a qualified biologist that the young havéledged (left the nest) and have
attained sufficient flight skills to avoid Project construction areas. Once the migratory birds
or raptors have completed nesting and young have fledged, disturbance buffers will no
longer be needed and can be removed, amalonitoring can cease.

MM BIO6: During all construction-related activities, the following mitigation shall apply:

a. All food-related trash items such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be
disposed of in securely closed containersAll food-related trash items such as
wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be disposed of in securely closed
containers and removed at least once a week from the construction or Project site.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Mitigated Negative Delaration

b. Construction-related vehicle traffic shall be restriced to established roads and
predetermined ingress and egress corridors, staging, and parking areas. Vehicle
speedsshall not exceed 20 miles per hour (mph) within the Project site.

c. To prevent inadvertent entrapment of kit fox or other animals during constuction,
the contractor shall cover all excavated, steepialled holes or trenches more than
two feet deep at the close of each workday with plywood or similar materials. If holes
or trenches cannot be covered, one or more escape ramps constructed of eartti
or wooden planks shall be installed in the trench. Before such holes or trenches are
filled, the contractor shall thoroughly inspect them for entrapped animals. All
construction-related pipes, culverts, or similar structures with a diameter of four
inches or greater that are stored on the Project site shall be thoroughly inspected for
wildlife before the pipe is subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved
in anyway. If at any time an entrapped or injured kit fox is discovered, work in the
immediate area shall be temporarily halted and USFWS and CDFW shall be consulted.

d. Kit foxes are attracted to denlike structures such as pipes and may enter stored pipes
and become trapped or injured. All construction pipes, culverts, or similar structuie
with a diameter of four inches or greater that are stored at a construction site for one
or more overnight periods shall be thoroughly inspected for kit foxes before the pipe
is subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way. If @ kix is
discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe shall not be moved until the USFWS and
CDFW has been consulted. If necessary, and under the direct supervision of the
biologist, the pipe may be moved only once to remove it from the path of constrimh
activity, until the fox has escaped.

e. No pets, such as dogs or cats, shall be permitted on the Project sites to prevent
harassment, mortality of kit foxes, or destruction of dens.

f. Use of anticoagulant rodenticides and herbicides in Project areas shdle restricted.
This is necessary to prevent primary or secondary poisoning of kit foxes and the
depletion of prey populations on which they depend. All uses of such compounds shall
observe label and other restrictions mandated by the U.S. Environmental Reation
Agency, California Department of Food and Agriculture, and other State afetieral
legislation, as well as additional Projectelated restrictions deemed necessary by the
USFWSnd CDFWIf rodent control must be conducted, zinc phosphide shall bgsed
because of the proven lower risk to kit foxes.

g. Arepresentative shall be appointed by the Project proponent who will be the contact
source for any employee or contractor who might inadvertently kill or injure a kit fox
or who finds a dead, injured orentrapped kit fox. The representative shall be
identified during the employee education program and their name and telephone
number shall be provided to the USFWS.

h. The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office of USFWS and CDFW shall be notified in
writing withi n three working days of the accidental death or injury to a San Joaquin
kit fox during Project-related activities. Notification must include the date, time, and
location of the incident or of the finding of a dead or injured animal and any other
pertinent information. The USFWS contact is the Chief of the Division of Endangered
Species, at the addresses and telephone numbers below. The CDFW contact can be
reached at (559) 2434014 and RACESA@wildlifeca.gov.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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i. All sightings of the San Joaquin kit fox shall beported to the California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB). A copy of the reporting form and a topographic map
clearly marked with the location of where the kit fox was observed shall also be
provided to the Service at the address below.

J. Any Projectrelated information required by the USFWS or questions concerning the
above conditions, or their implementation may be directed in writing to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service at: Endangered Species Division, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W
2605, Sacramento, Califrnia 95825-1846, phone (916) 414-6620 or (916) 414-
6600.

k. If burrowing owl are found to occupy the Project site and avoidance is not possible,
burrow exclusion may be conducted by qualified biologists only during the
nonbreeding season, before breeding ltevior is exhibited, and after the burrow is
confirmed empty through noninvasive methods (surveillance). Replacement or
occupied burrows shall consist of artificial burrows at a ratio of 1 burrow collapsed
to 1 artificial burrow constructed (1:1). Ongoing surveillance of the Project site
during construction activities shall occur at a rate sufficient to detect Burrowing owl,
if they return.

MM CUL:1: a) If prehistoric or historic-era cultural materials are encountered during
construction activities, all wak in the immediate vicinity of the find shall halt until a
gualified archaeologist can evaluate the find and make recommendations. Cultural resource
materials may include prehistoric resources such as flaked and ground stone tools and
debris, shell, boneceramics, and fireaffected rock as well as historic resources such as glass,
metal, wood, brick, or structural remnants. If the qualified archaeologist determines that the
discovery represents a potentially significant cultural resource, additional invesyations
may be required to mitigate adverse impacts from Project implementation. These additional
studies may include avoidance, testing, and evaluation or data recovery excavation.

b) The developer shall retain the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut tribe to conduct a
Cultural ResourcesSensitivity training session with the construction crew prior to ground
disturbance activities.

MM CUL=2: If human remains are discovered during construtton or operational activities,
further excavation or disturbance shall be prohibited pursuant to Section 7050.5 of the
California Health and Safety Code. The specific protocol, guidelines, and channels of
communication outlined by the NAHC, in accordanogith Section 7050.5 of the Health and
Safety Code, Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code (Chapter 1492, Statutes of 1982,
Senate Bill 297), and Senate Bill 447 (Chapter 44, Statutes of 1987), shall be followed. Section
7050.5(c) shall guide the potatial Native American involvement, in the event of discovery

of human remains, at the direction of the county coroner.

MM GEGQL.: Prior to issuing of grading or building permits,the Project applicant shall submit

to the City (1) the approved Stornwater Polution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and2) the
Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. The
requirements of the SWPPP and NPDES sHadl incorporated into design specifications and

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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construction contracts. Recommended best management practices for the construction
phase may include the following:

1 Stockpiling and disposing of demolition debris, concrete, and soil properly;

1 Protecting exiding storm drain inlets and stabilizing disturbed areas;

1 Implementing erosion controls;

1 Properly managing construction materials; and

1 Managing waste, aggressively controlling litter, and implementing sediment controls.

Evidence of the approved SWPPP shakk submitted to the Lead Agency.

MM-GEQ2: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project geotechnical
engineer, structural engineer, civil engineer, general contractor, the earthwork contractor
shall meet with the Lead Agency to discissthe grading plan and grading requirements as
outlined in the final Geotechnical Report.

MM GEGQGS: If any paleontological resources are encountereduring ground disturbance
activities, all work within 25 feet of the find shall halt until aqualified paleontologist as
defined by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology Standard Procedures for the Assessment
and Mitigation of Adverse Impacts to Paleontological Resources (2010), can evaluate the find
and make recommendations regarding treatmentPaleontological resource materials may
include resources such as fossils, plant impressions, or animal tracks preserved in rock. The
gualified paleontologist shall contact the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County or
other appropriate facility regarding any discoveries of paleontological resources.

If the qualified paleontologist determines that the discovery represents a potentially
significant paleontological resource, additional investigations and fossil recovery may be
required to mitigate adverse impacts from Project implementation. If avoidance is not
feasible, the paleontological resources shall be evaluated for their significance. If the
resources are not significant, avoidance is not necessary. If the resources are significant, they
shall beavoided to ensure no adverse effects, or such effects must be mitigated. Construction
in that area shall not resume until the resource appropriate measures are recommended or
the materials are determined to be less than significant. If the resource is sifjpant and
fossil recovery is the identified form of treatment, then the fossil shall be deposited in an
accredited and permanent scientific institution. Copies of all correspondence and reports
shall be submitted to the Lead Agency.

MM HAZ1.: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project developer shall
pay $1554.01 for every singlefamily unit being built in compliance with the Kings County
Adopted Public Facilities Fees to offset the increased costs associated with the provisidn o
additional fire protection services. Evidence of payment shall be submitted to the City of
Avenal Community Development Department.

MM NSE1: During construction, the contractor shall implement the following measures:

a. All stationary construction equipment on the Project site shall be located so that

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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noise emitting objects or equipment faces away from any potential sensitive
receptors.

b. The construction contractor shall ensure that all construction equipment is
equipped with manufacturer-approved mufflers and baffles During construction,
stationary construction equipment shall be placed such that emitted noise is
directed away from sensitive noise receivers.

c. Construction activities shall take place during daylight hours, when feasible.

MM PUBL1: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project developer shall
pay $918.39for Public ProtectionFees per eachmulti-family unit built as required by Kings
County Adopted Public Facilities Fees.

MM PUB2: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project developer shall
pay appropriate $3.79 in School Developer ées persquare feetbuilt .

MM PURBS3: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project developer shall
pay City of Avenal Park Impact Fees.

MM PUB4: Prior to the issuance of grading or building permits, the Project developer shall
pay $385.03 per Multi-Family Unit to Kings County forthe Adopted Public Facilities Fees
related to libraries.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Introduction

SECTION 1INTRODUCTION

1.1 - Overview

Jose Valencia (Applicant)has proposed to constructfour multi-family fourplex units
(Project) within the City of Avenalin the western portion of Kings County California.Figure
1-1 is a map of the regionalocation and Figurel-2 shows thelocation of the Project site.

1.2 - California Environmental Quality Act

The City of Avenalis the Lead Agencyfor this Project pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines
(Public Resources Code Section 15000 et seq.). The Environmental Checklist (CEQA
Guidelines Appendix G) or Initial Study (IS) (se&Section 3z Initial Study) provides analysis
that examines the potential environmental effets of the construction and operation of the
Project. Section 15063 of the CEQA Guidelines requires thead Agencyto prepare an IS to
determine whether a discretionaryproject will have a significant effect on the environment.
A Mitigated Negative Declardaon (MND) is appropriate when an IS has been prepared and a
determination can be made that no significant environmental effects will occur because
revisions to the project have been made or mitigation measures will be implemented that
reduce all potentialy significant impacts to lessthan-significant levels. The content of a
MND is the same as a Negative Declaration, with the addition of identified mitigation
measures and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) (seSectioné6 7
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program).

Based on the IS, thé.ead Agencyhas determined that the environmental review for the
proposed application can be completed with aMND.

1.3 - Impact Terminology

The following terminology is used to describe the level of signifance of impacts.

T ! AEETAETC 1T &£ Ol1 EIi DAAOS6 EO ADPhjedwordA OA E £
not affect a topic area in any way.

T9!'17T Ei PAAO EO AT 1 OEAAOAA O1 AOGO OEAT OECIT EEE
cause no substantial advese change to the environment and requires no mitigation.

T !17T Ei PAAO EO AT 1T OEAAOAA OI AGO OEAT OECIT E A&l

analysis concludes that it would cause no substantial adverse change to the
environment with the inclusion of environmental commitments that have been
agreed to by the applicant.

9 !17 Ei DAAO EO AT 1 OEAAOAA ObPI OAT OEAI 1 U OECIT E.
have a substantial adverse effect on the environment.
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Introduction

1.4 - Document Organization and Contents

The content and format of this IS/MND is designed to meet the requirements of CEQA. The
report contains the following sections:

=

Section 1z Introduction: This section provides an overview of CEQA requirements,
intended uses of the IS/MND, document organization, and a list of regulations that
have been incorporated by reference.

Section Z Project Description. This section describes the Project and provides data
IT OEA OEOAGO 11 AAOQEITT 8

Section 3¢ Initial Study: This section contains the evaluation of 21 different
environmental resource factors contained in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelinesclt
environmental resource factor is analyzed to determine whether the proposed
Project would have an impact. One of four findings is made which include: no impact,
lessthan-significant impact, less than significant with mitigation, or significant and
unavoidable. If the evaluation results in a finding of significant and unavoidable for
any of the 21 environmental resource factors, then an Environmental Impact Report
will be required.

Section4 g List of Preparers.This section identifies the individuals who prepared the
IS/MND.

Section5 g Bibliography: This section contains a full list of references that were used
in the preparation of this IS/MND.

Section 6z Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.This section contains the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.

1.5 - Incorporated by Reference

The following documents and/or regulations are incorporated into this IS/MND by
reference:

E R I R

City of AvenalGeneral Plar2025

City of Avenal General Plan Enhancement IS/MND (2018)
City of Avenal ZoningOrdinance

City of Avenal USBR Water Management Plan (2016)
Kings County General Plan EIR

2015 Kings County Emergency Operations Plan (2015)
California Title 24 Code of Regulations (2019)

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Project Description

SECTION 2PROJECDESCRIPTION

2.1 - Introduction

The applicant is proposing to develop four multi -family fourplex units on aone-acre parcel
(Project) within the City of Avenal in the western portion of Kings County, Californidigure
1-1 shows the Projectd f@gional location and Figurel-2 shows thelocation of the Project
site.

2.2 - Project Location

The Project site is located within Section22, Township 22 South, Rangel7 East, Mount

Diablo Base and Meridian (MDB&M), within theKettleman Plain U.S. Geological Survey

(USGS) 7.5minute topographic quadrangle. The sités approximately one @reon! OOA OOI 06 O
Parcel Number (APN)040-280-018. The Project site is located on thesoutheast cornerof

Mendocino Streetand South Th Avenue

2.3 - Project Environment

The Project site hasbeen undeveloped for several years. The site is bordered by residential
neighborhoodsto the east, west, and south and a church to the north.

Police andfire service will be served by theCity of Avenaland/or the County ofKings. The
Projectwill connectto the existingsewer system The nearest sewer lineconnection is to the
immediate north of the Projectsite. TheProjectwould tie into the existingwater line system
Water will be provided by the City of Avena) and sanitation/garbage collection will be
provided by Mid Valley Disposalwith waste being depositedat AvenalLandfill.

The City of Avenal General PlariGeneral Plan)outlines an anticipated population growth to
approximately 16,050 persons through 2035. The I3 Census estimated the 2018 City
population to be 13,218 persons. Construction of the new residential development would
meet the housing needs of theurrent residents of Avenaand is not anticipated to be growth
inducing.

2.4 - ProposedProject

The proposedProject consistsof a (1) General PlanAmendment (GPA)to amendthe land
use designation from theexisting Low Density Residentialto Medium Density Residentia]
and (2) aZone Change from Singl&amily Residential (R1)zone district to Medium Density
Multi-Family Residential (R2)zone district. Approval of the GPA and Z@ould allow for the
construction of multi-unit residential housing.

The site would be accessed frotMendocino Streeton the northern Project boundary. The
residential development would connect to the City of O A T WateBafd sewer systems.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Project Description

The construction of fourplex units will take approximately 10 months per unit, with the
complete Project to be completed in 40 months. Construction will include no more than five
people onste. Equipment that may be used during construction includes 12 CY and 20 CY
scrapers, motor graders, a 50@allon water truck, a small excavator/tractor, a rubbettired
compactor, 12 CY concrete trucks, and a concrete extrusion machine.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Initial Study

SECTION 3INITIALSTUDY

3.1 - Environmental Checklist

1. ProjectTitle:
Valencia MultitFamily Home Developmenfroject
2. Lead AgencyName and Address:
City of Avenal
919 Skyline Blvd.
Avenal, CA 9204
3. Contact Person and Phone Number:
Fernando Santillan
(559) 386-5776
4. ProjectLocation:
Southeastcorner of EMendocino Streetand South Th Avenue Avenal, CA.
5. General Plan Designation:
Low Density Residential
6. Zoning:
Single-Family Residential (R1)
7. Description of Project:
Please See Section2
8. Surrounding Land Uses an&etting:
Medium Density Residentiato the north, High Density Residential to thevest, south, and
east.
9. Other Public Agencies Whose Approvallay beRequired:
1 Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
1 San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control Digtt
Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Initial Study

3.2 - Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by thiBroject,
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages.

[

O Ood oo o

Aesthetics [ ] Agriculture and Forestry ] Air Quality
Resources

Biological Resources  [] Cultural Resources [ ] Energy

Geology/ Soils [] Greenhouse Gas Emissions [ | Hazards& Hazardous

Materials

Hydrology / Water [] Land Use Planning [ ] Mineral Resources

Quality

Noise [] Population/ Housing [ ] Public Services

Recreation [ ] Transportation [] Tribal Cultural Resources

Utilities / Service (] wildfire [ ] Mandatory Findings d

Systems Significance

3.3 - Determination

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[

X

[

| find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
Project have been made byr agreed to by theProject proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposedProject MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed Project- ! 9 EAOA A Obi1 O0AT OEAI 1 U OE
Obi OAT OEAT 1T U OECIT EZEAAT ©enronimenQudt af liahen€ AOA A6
effect (a) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable

legal standards, and (b) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the

earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An EN@ARMENT IMPACT REPORT

is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect orthe
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Initial Study

adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLRATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposedProject, nothing further is required.

Signature Date
Printed Name For
Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Initial Study

3.4 - Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact” answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources dead Agencycites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referesdt
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply t®rojects like the one
involved (e.g., theProjectfalls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
be explained where it is based orProject-specific factors as well as general standards
(e.g., theProject will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on Broject-
specific screening analysis).

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as
onsite, cumulative as well a$roject-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as
well as operational impacts.

3. Once theLead Agencyhas deermined that a particular physical impact may occur, then
the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less
than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact"
is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there
are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made,
an EIR is required.

4. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporaté applies
where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially
Significant Impact" to a "LessThan-Significant Impact." TheLead Agencymust describe
the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effetb a lessthan-
significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below,
may be crossreferenced).

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequey analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Id&ify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
- AAOGOOAO )1 Al OPT OAOAAhd AAOAOEAA OEA 1 EOEC
or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site
specific conditons for the Project.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Initial Study

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a
previously prepared or outside document should, where apppriate, include a reference
to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

7. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used
or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

8. This is only a suggsted form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats;
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that
are relevant to aProject's environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

9. The explanation of eachssue should identify:

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significan

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Aesthetics

Lessthan
Significant
Potentially with Lessthan-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.1 - AESTHETICS
Except as provided in Public Resources Coc
Section 21099, would the Project:
a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scen
vista? O [ [ B
b. Substantially damage scenic resources
including, but not limited to, trees, rock n ] ] X

outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
Sate scenic highway?

C. In nonurbanized area, sibstantially degrade
the existing visual character or quality of
public views ofthe site and its surroundings?
If the Projectis in an urbanized area, would ] ] X ]
the Project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic
quality?

d. Create a new source of substantial light ol
glare that would adversely affect day or ] ] X ]
nighttime views in the area?

Discussion
Impact #3.4.1az Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

The proposedProjectsite is located in an area characterized bgesidentially developedland
with little topography . The land uses surrounding the Project argrimarily residential. The
Project will not result in development that is substantially different than surrounding land
uses.The site is not within or in the vicinity of a city,county, or State identified scenic vista
and there are ro aesthetic resourceknown to exist. The site is not withinor in the vicinity
of acity, county, or Sate identified scenic vista.Furthermore, development of theProject
would not block or preclude views to any area containing important or what would be
considered visually appealing landforms. Therefore, no scenic resources vistas that will
be affected.

MITIGATIONVEASURES)

No mitigation is required.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Aesthetics

LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
There would be no impact.

Impact #3.4.1bz Would the Project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within éate scenic highway?

See Impact#3.4.1a above.

The Project does not lie near or within a State Designated or Eligible StateeSic Highway
(California Department of Transportation, 2011) The Project does not include the removal
of trees determined to be scenic or of scenic value, the destruction of rock outcroppings or
degradation of anyhistoric building(s). Therefore, there would be no impact.

MITIGATIONVEASURES)

No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
There would beno impact

Impact #3.4.1cz In nonurbanized area, substantially degrade the existing visual character
or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? If thérojectis in an urbanized
area, would the Project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing
scenic quality?

See discussion of Impact #3.4.1a, above.

The Projectis in an area that is predominantlyurbanized andresidential. The Projectwould

be visible from passing motorists and the surrounding residential communitiesChangego

the visual quality and character of theProject site will be similar in nature to the nearby
residential developments. The Projectwould also include landscaping that wouldsoften the
visual impact of the fourplex units . The Projects O A DD A A O Anbt Svbstantialidp 1 A
degrade the visual character of thesite and would not be in conflict with zoning or
development code requirements regarding aesthetic§ herefore, theProjectwould result in
alessthan-significant impact.

MITIGATIOMEASURES)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be/ess than significant

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Aesthetics

Impact #3.4.1d z Would the Project create a new source of substantial light or glare that
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Construction of the proposedProject would generally occur during daytime hours, typically
from 7:00 a.m. © 6:00 p.m. All lighting would be directed downward and shielded to focus
illumination on the desired work areas only and prevent light spillage onto adjacent
properties. Because lighting used to illuminate work areas would be shielded, focused
downward, and turned off by 6:00p.m., the potential for lighting to affect any residents
adversely is minimal. Increased truck traffic and the transport of construction materials to the
Projectsite would be minimal, andtemporary in nature. Construction activity would focus on
specific areas on the sites, and any sources of glare would not be stationary for a prolonged
period of time. Therefore, construction of the proposedroject would not create a new
source of substantial glare that would affect daytime views ithe area.

The Projectwill include standard lighting for streetlights, pathways, and outdoor spacesand
will comply with Chapter 9.19SectionN, Residential District Specific Standardsand Chapter
9.79.06 Section HProperty MaintenanceStandards for Developed Propertie®f the Avenal
Zoning Ordinance which outlines standards for lighting, including the requirement that all
outdoor lights be shielded and directed to shine where the lights are located, and not directly
on other property or any public right of way (City of Avenal, 2018b) The Project eterior
streetlights and residential lighting will be designed to minimize reflective glare and light
scatter. These requirements would substantially reduce potenal nuisances from light or
glare. Compliance with Sectiors 9.19 and 9.79.60f the Avenal Zoning Ordinance and other
applicable State or local development standardshe proposedProjectwould not create new
sources of substantial light or glarethat would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the
area. Therefore, theProjectwould have a lessthan-significant impact.

MITIGATIONVMEASURES)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be/ess than significant

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
City of Avenal Page3-8



Agriculture and Forestry Resource:

Less than
Significant
Potentially with Lessthan-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.2 - AGRICULTURE ANBDRESTRRESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencie
may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by tt
California Department of Conservation agsn optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture an
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significan
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the Californiaepartment of

Forestry and Fire Protection regarding theSOAOAS O ET OAT O1T OU 1T & £ OAOGO 1
AssessmenProjectand the Forest Legacy AssessmeRtoject; and forest carbon measurement methodology
provided in Forest Protocols adpted by the California Air Resources Board. Would theroject:

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland
or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps preparec
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and [ O [ 4
Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural
use or a Williamson Act Contract? [ o O X

C. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as déned in Public
Resources Code e&ftion  12220[q)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources ] ] ] X
Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Codesection 51104[g])?

d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversior

of forest land to nonforest use? O O O X
e. Involve other changes in the existing

environment which, due to their location or

nature, could result in conversion of ] ] ] X

Farmland, to nonagricultural use or
conversion of forest land to nonforest use?

Discussion

Impact #3.4.2az Would the Projectconvert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
nonagricultural use?

The Project parcel is zoned RL and is not designated as Prime Farmland, Farmland of
Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Local Importanc€alifornia

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Agriculture and Forestry Resource:

$APDPAOCOI AT O T &£ #1711 OAOOAOGETT S$EOEOEIT 1T & ,ATA
Project (FMMP). The Project site is designated as Urbaand Built-Up Land in the FMMP

(Figure 3.4.21) (CA Department of Conservation, 2016)Additionally, the Project and
surrounding areais currently zoned for nonagricultural uses, and as sun would have been
previously analyzed when the land was originally converted. Rerefore, there would be no

impact.

MITIGATIONVMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
There would beno impact

Impact #3.4.2bz Would the Project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a
Williamson Act Contract?

The Project site is currently zoned for Low Density Residentialand is not subject to a
Williamson Act land use contract. Therefore, the construction of thierojectwould not result
in a conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract.

See also Impact 3.4.2a.
MITIGATIOMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
Impacts would be no impact.

Impact #3.4.2cz Would the Project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Co@ection 12220[q]), timberland (as defined
by Public Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code Section 51104])?

4EA O0OAIT EA 2A01 OOAAO #1 AA 3AAOQEIT pcgggm C Al
that can support 10percent native tree cover of any species, including hardwoods, under

natural conditions, and that allows for management of one or more forest resources,

including timber, aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and

other public benefits. There are no forest lands identified on thé°roject site or within its

vicinity; therefore, there would be no conflict with or impacts to zoning for forest land or

timber land. TheProject would not result in the loss or conversion of forest land to a no

forest use.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Agriculture and Forestry Resource:

MITIGATIOMMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
There would beno impact

Impact #3.4.2dz Would the Project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

See discussion of Impact3.4.2c, above.
MITIGATIONVMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

There would beno impaad.

Impact #3.4.2ez Would the Project involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to nonagricultural
use or conversion of forest land to nofforest use?

See discussion of Impast#3.4.2a,#3.4.2b,and #3.4.2c, above.
MITIGATIOMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would beno impact.

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Agriculture and Forestry Resource:

[ P - Prime Farmland

U - Unique Farmland

G - Grazing Land

V - Vacant or Disturbed Land
| D-Urban and Built-Up Land

B Project Site

QK Sources: FEMA NHFL Datmei

QIQV Figure3.4.2-1
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program FMMP)
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Air Quality

Less than
Significant
Potentially with Lessthan-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.3 - ARQUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollutic
control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would thé°roject:

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of
the applicable air quality plan? O O X [

b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which
the Project region is nonattainment under an
applicable federal orSate ambient air quality L] [ > [
standard?

C. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations? L] L] X Il

d. Result in other emissions (such as those
leading to odor) adversely affecting a ] ] X ]
substantial number of people?

Discussion

Impact #3.4.3az Would the Project Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?

The Projectis within the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin (SJVAB) and under flugisdiction of
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCRJsingProjecttype and size
categories, the SIVAPQias pre-quantified emissions and determined a size belowvhich it
is reasonable to conclude that aproject would not exceed applicable thresholds of
significance for criteria pollutants. ThisProjectwas determined to qualify as under the Small
Project Analysis Level (SPAL).

As noted, theProject proposesto construct four fourplex units. The Project was assessed
DOOOOAT O Ol hGud&EdMimatibg afaiASséssing Air Quality ImpactSAMAQ),

the CEQA PRC21000z21189), and CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations Title

14, Division 6,Chapter 3, Sections 1500015387). The SIVAPCD created the SPAL screening
tool to streamline air quality assessments of commonly encountered projects. According to
OEA "1 -11)h OEA 3*6!'0#3%$ ODPOAAAI AOI AGAA OEA
projects to identify the level at which they have no possibility of exceeding the emissions

O E O A O iSlari JAaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, 2015)

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
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Air Quality

As seen in Table 3.4:3 the Project does not exceed the established AP limits for a low-
rise apartment project.

Table3.4.31
SPAL Project Analysis Level in Units for Residential
Land Use Category Housing Project Size (Units)*

Single Family 390
Apartments, Low Rise 590
Apartments, High Rise 600
Condominiums, General 590
Condominiums, High Rise 590
Mobile Homes 760
Retirement Community 880
Proposed Projectz Apartment, Low Rise 16
SPAL Exceeded? No

Source:(San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, 2012)

Note:

* Project size based on SPAL TableXa) as posed on SIBAPCD webpage:
http://www.valleyair.org/transportation/CEQA%20Rules/GAMAQI -SPAL.pdf

Therefore, the Projectwill not exceed theestablished SPALthreshold. As indicated in the
SIVAPCIBAMAQ|, projectsthat FAT 1 xEOEET OEA 30!, AT Al UOGEO I
lessthan-significant impact on air quality due to criteria pollutant emissions and as such are

excluded from quantifying criteria pollutant emissions for CEQA purposes.

Based m the aboveanalysis, the proposed Projectloes not have the possibility of exceeding
the criteria pollutant emissions threshold and is under the reporting limit for
recommendations and guidelinesemissions estimates prepared pursuant to e SPAL
assessment The Project does notonflict with or obstruct implementation of an applicable
air quality planor AGAAAA OEA 3* ed dvssionxhre&ol@sfaAd sigriiieance
thresholds for all CEQA air quality determinationsTherefore, this Project would not pose a
significant impact to the San Joaquin Valley Air Basinrhe proposed Project would have a
lessthan-significant impact.

MITIGATIONMMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be/ess than significant.

Impact #3.4.3 z Would the Projectresult in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the Projectregion is nonattainment under an applicable federal
or Sate ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed
guantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?
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Air Quality

The CEQA Guidelines indicate that a significant impact would occur if the proposetbject
would conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan. The San
Joaquin Valley Air Basin (SJVAB) is designated raitainment of State and federal health
based air quality standards for ozone and particulate matter less than 2.5 microns (EM).
The SJVAB is designated attainment for federal particulate matter less than 10 microns
(PM1o) standards and nonattainment ofSate PMwo. To meetFederal Clean Air Act (CAA)
requirements, the SJVAPCD has multiple air quality attainment plan (AQAP) documents,
including:

1 2008 Extreme Ozone Attainment Demonstration Plan (EOADP) for attainment of the
1-hour ozone standard;

1 2007 Ozone Plan for attainment of the $hour ozone standard,;

1 2007 PMw Maintenance Plan and Request for Réesignation; and

1 2008 PMes Plan.
"AAAOOA 1T £ OEA OACEI 160 EAAAOAI b iahdASB@AET | Al
nonattainment status for ozone, PMs, and PMo, if the Project-generated emissions of either
the ozone precursor pollutants(reactive organic gase$ROG or oxides of nitrogen[NOx]),
PMwo, or PMsx AOA O1 A@AAAA OEA 3*6! 0#$ 06 Grojéxtuges E AEAAT
would be considered to conflict with the attainment plans. In addition, if théProject uses
were to result in a change in land use and corresponding increases in vehicle milesvieged,
they may result in an increase in vehicle miles traveled that is unaccounted for in regional
emissions inventories contained in regional air quality control plans.

The SJVAPCD air quality thresholds from the GAMA&E presented in Table 3.4.32. The
SJVAPCD separates construction emissions from operational emissions, and further
separates permitted operational emissions from nonpermitted operational emissions, for
determining significance thresholds for air pollutant emissions

Table3.4.32
SJVAPCD Air Quality Thresholds of SignificapCriteria Pollutants

Operational Emissions

Pollutant/Precursor Cglnsitsr:igtr:(;n Permitted E_qy!pment Non-Permittec_j I_E_quipment
and Activities and Activities
Emissions (tpy) Emissions (tpy) Emissions (tpy)
CcO 100 100 100
NOx 10 10 10
ROG 10 10 10
SOx 27 27 27
P Mo 15 15 15
PM: s 15 15 15

Source (San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, 2015)

4EA "1 -11) OOAOAO OEAO OEA 3*6!0#%060 AOOAAI E
pollutant emissions require offsets for stationary sources. Emission reductions achieved
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through implementation of the Project offset requirements are a major componerof the
$EOOOEAOG60 AEO NOAI EOU bl AT 08 4EEO 001 EAAON
significance for criteria pollutants would be determined to not conflict or obstruct

Ei bl Al AT OAOEIT 1T &£ OEA $EOOOEAOEO AEO NOAI EOU
Project ds tdCArQuality iolattonso n

As discussed in Impact 3.4.3c below, the predicted construction and operational emissions

AT 110 AgAAAA OEA 3*6!0#%$060 «PQl &ndEPMsAAsAA OE O/
result, the Project would not conflict with emissiors inventories contained in regional AQAPs
ATA xT OTA 1106 OAOGOI O ET A OECTI EZEAAT O AT 1T OOEA
status.

Consistency with Assumptions in Air Quality Attainment Plans (AQAP)

The primary way of determining consistency WDE OEA 1 11060 AOOOI POET 1
Ai 1T OEOOAT AU xEOE OEA ADPblI EAAAT A ' AT AOAT 01 Al
and land use are consistent with the growth assumptions used in the AQAPs for the air basin.

As required by California law city and county General Plans contain a Land Use Element that
details the types and quantities of land uses that the city or county estimates will be needed
for future growth, and that designates locations for land uses to regulate growth. The Kings
Courty Council of Governments uses the growtlprojections and land use information in
adopted general plans to estimate future average daily trips and then vehicle miles traveled
(VMT), which are then provided to SJVAPCD to estimate future emissions in the AGA
Existing and future pollutant emissions computed in the AQAP are based on land uses from
area general plans. AQAPs detail the control measures and emission reductions required for
reaching attainment of the air standards.

The Project is not anticipatedto result in substantial direct or indirect population growth.
Accordingly, it can be concludedhat OEA B OT BT OAA 001 EAAO8 O OOAO
vehicle miles traveledprojections contained in the AQAP. The Project impact is less than
significant for this criterion.

Control Measures

The AQAPs contain a number of control measures, including the rules outlined by the
SJVAPCD. The AQAP control measures are enforceable requirements. The Project would

ATT Pl U xEOE Al1l 1T &£ OEA d3regéldtidng Fheréfored DPraedt A AT A
would comply with this criterion.

With the incorporation of the enforceable requirements outlined in the AQAP, the Project is
not anticipated to result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria plokant
for which the Project region is in nonattainment under any federal or State ambient air
quality standards.
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4EA 3*6!0#$60 2ACOI AOETT 6))) AOOAAI EOEAO OA
fugitive dust emissions. The following SJVAPCD Rulesid®egulations apply to alprojects:

T 201 A tpnng z . OEOAT AAN
Regulation Vlliz Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions;

1

9 201 A ynmpp Z ' AT AOAI 2ANOEOAI AT 60N

T 201 A ynecp Z #1171 OOOOAOET T h $AIT1EOEITh %@AA
Activities;

¢ 201 A @arryopt arfl Trackout; and

T 201 A gmuvp z / PAT 1 OAAOS

3*6! 0#%$060 OANOE Opkofectd wbldd@Bapply: &£ O Al |

1 Water exposed areas 3 times per day; and
1 Reduce vehicle speed to less than 15 miles per hour.

Based on information from the SPAL,he proposed Project is not expected to result in a
cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the Project region
is nonattainment under an applicable federal orSate ambient air quality standard
(including releasing emissions whichexceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors).
Therefore, the proposedProject will have a lessthan-significant impact.

MITIGATIONVMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be/ess than significant

Impact #3.4.3c z Would the Project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Sensitive receptors are defined as areas where young children, chronically ill individuals, the
elderly, or people who are more sensitive than the general popation reside. The following
locations are where several sensitive receptors are likely to reside and be affected by
substantial pollutant concentrations schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and daycare centers.
The closest schools are Tamarack Elementarycl®ol at approximately 0.25 mile to the
northwest and Avenal High School RQBpproximately one mile to the north. The closest
hospital is Adventist Health Community Cargapproximately one mileto the southeag. The
closest daycare facilities are ParamourChild Development Centeapproximately 0.1 miles
south and KCAO Oasis Opportunigpproximately 0.1 miles west of the ProjectBased on the
predicted operational emissions and activity types, the proposed Project is not expected to
affect sensitive recepors and is not expected to have any adverse impacts on any known
sensitive receptors.
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The proposedProject, because of itgsesidential nature, once constructedis not expected to
result in the generation of odors orother hazardous air pollutants During construction of
the Project, construction activities and equipment may generate emission from construction
equipment exhaustHowever, construction will be completed over a time span of 40 months
one unit at a time,with only up to five workers at once,and will not create substantial
pollutant concentrations. These impacts are localized and temporary in nature and therefore
are considered less than significantThe Project would not expose sensitive receptors to
substantial concentrations of localized PNb, carbon monoxide, diesel particulate matter,
hazardous air pollutants, or naturally occurring asbestos, as discussed below.

Hazardous Pollutants or Odors

The GAMAQI guidelines introduce two types gprojects that should be assessed when
considering hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) which includes(1) placing a toxic land use in
an area where it may have an adverse health impact on an existing sensitive land use @2)d
placing a sensitive land use in an area where an adwser health impact may occur from an
existing toxic land use. Some examples pfojects that may include HAPs are:

Agricultural products processing;

Bulk material handling;

Chemical blending, mixing, manufacturing, storage, etc.;
Combustion equipment (boilers, engines, heaters, incinerators, etc.);
Metals etching, melting, plating, refining, etc.;

Plastics & fiberglass forming and manufacturing;

Petroleum production, manufcturing, storage, and distribution; and
Rock & mineral mining and processing.

= =4 =4 -4 -8 _98_9_2

The proposedProjectis located on a site that is currently undeveloped landThe proposed
Project consists ofconstructing four fourplex units. During the construction periodsome
odors could result from vehicles and equipment using diesel fuels. However, vehicles and
equipment using diesel fuels at the proposedProject would have to comply with the
California Air Resources Board (CARB) guidelines, which limit idling time tove minutes
with the Airborne Toxic Control Measure (ATCM)AII construction would be temporary.

Additionally, the proposed Project islocated near other residential or multi-family
developments. Residential neighborhoods and muklfiamily developments are not known to
be a source of nuisance odord.he Project is not expected t@xpose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations Therefore, the Project will have a lessthan-significant
impact.

MITIGATIONMEASURES)

No mitigation is required.
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LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE
Impacts would be/ess than significant

Impact #3.4.3d z Would the Project result in emissions (such as thosdeading to odors)
adverselyaffecting a substantial number of people?

As discussed in Impac#3.4.3c, above The residential nature of this Projectis not expected
to result in the generation of odors or hazardus air pollutantsthat would affect a substantial
number of people The emissions associated with the construction of thé>roject would be
temporary in nature and are not anticipated to result in the generation of a substantial
amount of hazardous air pollutants.Therefore, the Project will have a lesshan-significant
impact.

MITIGATIONVMEASURES)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OSIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would beless than significant
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Lessthan-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.4 - BIOLOGICARESOURCES
Would the Project:

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, eithe
directly or through habitat modifications, on
any species identified as a candidate, sensitive
or speciakstatus species in local or regional ] X ] ]
plans, policies, or regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on an
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations, or by the Californie [ [ O B
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.SFish
and Wildlife Service?

C. Have a substantial adverse effect oftate or
federally protected wetlands (including, but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc. ] ] ] X
through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of
any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species, or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or [ [ B O
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tre« ] ] ] X
preservation policy or ordinance?

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
habitat conservation plan, natural community
conservation plan, or other approved local, [ [ O 4
regional, or Sate habitat conservation plan?

Discussion

A biological reconnaissance survey was conducted to determine whether there are sensitive
biological resources that might be adversely affected by the proposed Project. The evaluation
is based upon existing site conditions, the potential for sensitive biogical resources to occur
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on and in the vicinity of the Project site, and any respective impacts that could potentially
occur.

)yl AAAEOEIT OI bDOT OEAET ¢ AT AOAI OAOGEIT1T 1T £ OEZ
report includes a detailed descripton of the regulatory environment as it relates to biological
resources.

I 1T EOAOAOOOA OAOGEAx 1 &£ OEA #AI EZI OTEA $APAOOI
Diversity Database(CDFW, 2020) California Native Plant Societ (CNPS, 2020) and United

States Fish and Wildlife Servicénformation for Planning and Consultation(USFWS, 2020)

was conducted to identify speciaistatus plant and wildlife species with the potenial to occur

within the Project site and vicinity (the surrounding nine quads and a 1émile radius).

Information on the potential presence of wetlands and waters was obtained from the

National Wetlands Inventory (NWI), National Hydrography Database (NHD) and Federal

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Information regarding the presence of Critical
(AAEOAO ET OEA 00OI EAAO OEAETEOU xAO | AOAET AA
Critical Habitat Mapper database. The results of the databe inquiries were subsequently

reviewed to evaluate the potential for occurrence of speciadtatus species and other

sensitive biological resources known to occur on or near the Project site prior to conducting

the biological reconnaissance survey.

OnJure 17, 2020, two QK biologist conducted a biological reconnaissance survey of the
entire Project site and a 256foot buffer area (Biological Survey Area [BSA]), where feasible.
The purpose of the survey was to determine the locations and extent of potenitiplant
communities and sensitive habitats, determine the potential for occurrence of speciatatus
plant and animal species, and identify other sensitive biological resources within the Survey
Area. Survey methodologies included walking meandering pede&tn transects through all
present habitat types. Protocol surveys for specific speciatatus wildlife species were not
conducted for this report as it was determined by the consulting biologist that such surveys
were not warranted due to the condition ofthe Project site. Photographs were taken to
document existing landscape of the Project site and adjacent land uses; detailed notes on
observed plant and wildlife species and site conditions were taken while conducting the
survey.

General Site Conditions

The entire Project site has experienced significant disturbancand adjacent to the Project
site is residential development The wildlife species inhabiting the BSA include those
typically found in moderately- to heavily-disturbed habitats associated with development
zones of Kings County and the southern San Joaquin Valley. The Project site has been
previously disturbed, with little nonnative vegetation present. Several pocket gopher

( Thomomyssp.) burrows were observed on the Project site, primarily alonghe southern
fenceline. Also, there were several trees within the BSA that could serve as potential nesting
sites for nesting bird specieshowever, no nests or nesting behaviomwas observed during

the time of the survey. There wasninimal potential habitat for speciatstatus species within

the BSA.
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There were nine plant species andsix wildlife species identified during the survey, either
through direct observation or by the presence of diagnostic signs (Table 3.413.

Table3.4.41
List of Plant and Wildlife Species Observed within the Survey Area
Scientific name Common name
Plants
Bromussp. brome sp.
Chionanthus retusus ornamental tree
Erodium cicutarium redstem filaree
Malvaparviflora cheeseweed mallow
Prunus armeniaca Armenian plum
Salsola tragus Russian thistle
Schismus barbatus Mediterranean grass
Senecio vulgaris common groundsel
Tribulus terrestris puncture vine
Wildlife
Canis lupus familiaris domesticdog*
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow
Haemorhous mexicanus house finch
Mimus polglottos Northern mockingbird
Thomomyssp. pocket gopher*
Zenalida macroura mourning dove

*Indicates that only sign (scat, tracks, prey remains, dens) wemhserved.

This section describes the results of the database search@sing conditions present on the
Project site as determined by the onsiteexamination and provides an analysis of Project
impacts on each of six biological evaluation criteria. Each of éhevaluation criteria are
discussed below and mitigation measures are provided as warranted to, when implemented,
reduce impacts to below significant levels.

Impact #3.4.4az Would the Projecthave a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

The literature search indicated that there is a potential for several sensitive natural
communities and specialstatus species to be present on the Project site. An evaluation of
each of the potentially occurring sensitive natural communities and speciatatus species,
which included habitat requirements, likelihood of required habitat to occur within the
Project area, and a comparison to the CNDDB record&as conducted. The results of this
evaluation concluded that no sensitive natural community or speciadtatus plant species are
anticipated to occur on or near the Project site, and that four wildlife species have a
reasonable potential to occur on or near the Project site.
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Sensitive Natural Communities and Specidbtatus Species
SENSITIVENATURALCOMMUNITIE®ND SPECIAESTATUSPLANTS

Based on theUSFWS Information and Planning Consultatio(iPaC) query, there were no
sensitive natural communities and 17 speciatstatus plant species identified as having
potential to occur within the subject quadrangle and eigh surrounding quadrangles.
According to California Natural Diversity Database CNDDB) recorded occurrences, there
are no sensitive natural communities and® speciatstatus plant species found within a 10
mile radius of the Project site. However, the Projdcsite and vicinity has been highly
disturbed for years due to nearby residential development, and it does not provide habitat
for any of these sensitive natural communities or speciadtatus plant species. No special
status plant species were identified dring the biological reconnaissance surveyAlthough
protocol-level botanical surveys were not conducted and the reconnaissance survey did not
coincide with optimum blooming periods for all plant speciesjt is not anticipated that
speciatstatus plant species occur on the Project site.

SPECIAESTATUSNILDLIFE

Based on thelPaCquery, there were 25 specialstatus wildlife species that were identified
as having a potential to occur within subject quadrangle and eight surrounding quadrangles.
According to CNIDB recorded occurrences there ar&2 specialstatus wildlife species found
within a 10-mile radius of the Project site. Of thel2 species,eight were eliminated from
consideration due to the lack of suitable habitat within the Project site. The remaininigur
species have a low, moderate, or high potential to occur within the Project site and vicinity.
There are no species with a high potential to occur on or near the Project sithree species
with a moderate potential (western burrowing owl [ Athene cuniailarial, American badger

[ Taxidea taxu$, and San Joaquin kit fox Wujpes macrotis muticg) to occur on or near the
Project site andone OPAAEA O 3 x A EButéd swaimdoniEwithx & low potential to
occur on or near the Project site. Protocol survey®r specific speciaistatus wildlife species
were not conducted for this report because it was determined that such surveys were not
warranted due to the conditions present on the Project site.

Western Burrowing Owl

The western burrowing owl has amoderate potential to occur within the Project site and
immediate surrounding area.Historically, burrowing owl have been recorded within 2.5
miles of the Project site. The most recent CNDDB recorded occurrence (EONDX%226) for

a burrowing owl is over 10miles northwest of the Project site. Therefore, there is a moderate
potential for burrowing owl to forage on the Project siteNo burrowing owls, suitable nesting
sites or sign were observed during the survey

San Joaquin Kit Fox

The San Joaquin kit fox d&s a moderate potential to occur within the Project site and
immediate surrounding area. Historically, San Joaquin kit fox have been recorded withirbO0.
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miles of the Project site. The most recent CNDDB recorded occurrence (EONIMDZ902) of

a San Joaquin kifox observation is over 10 miles southwest of the Project site. Therefore,
there is a moderate potential for the San Joaquin kit fox to reside or forage on the Project site
or open fieldsnear the vicinity of the Project site.No San Joaquin kit foxsutable burrows

for habitation or sign were observed during the surveyThe San Joaquin kit fox is known to
occur in the vicinity of the Project site and could potentiallype present from time to time as

a transient forager.

American Badger

The American badgr has amoderate potential to occur within the Project site and
immediate surrounding area. The most recent CNDDB record occurrence (EONDRRB4584)

of American badger observation is over 10 miles southwest of the Project site. Therefore,
there is a moderde potential for American badger to reside or forage on the Project site or
open fields near the vicinity of the Project site. No American badger or sign were observed
during the survey.The American badger is known to occur in the vicinity of the Projedite
and could potentially be present from time to time as a transient forager.

3xAET OI'T 60 (AxE

4EA 3xAET O 160 EAxE EAO AhePrbject sielaihd irintedidte O 1 A
area surrounding the Project site. The most recent CNDDB recorded ooence (EONDX
103934 1T £ 3 xAET O1 160 EAhAoutil £FAOER OAOT pAAOEOROAS 3

are known to forage in @en fields and agricultural fields, such as hay or alfalfa. The
surrounding area has been highly disturbed for years due to nely residential development

There are no substantial number of small mammal burrows or sign that would support this

species prey base and there is no suitable nesting habitat on the Project site or immediate
OEAET EOU8 ! AAEOET T Al ligulof the bpecBsxwag dbs@ivdd @@ingEhd x EO |
survey.

CONCLUSION

The Project site and surrounding area ha beenpreviously disturbed by ongoingresidential
development. The Project site and vicinity does not provide suitable habitat for any special
status plant speciesand no mitigation measures to protect, avoid, or minimize impacts to
speciatstatus plant species are warranted.

There isthe potential for several specialstatus or protectedwildlife species to be impacted
by Project activities. Compliance wth Mitigation Measures MM BIQ1 through MM BIG6
would protect, avoid, and minimize impacts to speciastatus wildlife species. When
implemented, these measures would reduce impacts to these species to below significant
levels.
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MITIGATIOMMEASURES)

MM BIO-1: Prior to ground disturbing activities, a qualified wildlife biologist shall conduct a

biological clearance survey between 14 and 30 calendar days prior to the onset of
construction. The clearance survey shall include walking transects to identify presencé

3AT *T ANOET EEO &£ oh 'i AOEAAT AAACAOh 3xAET Ol
birds and other specialstatus species or signs of, and sensitive natural communitieshe
preconstruction survey shall be walked by no greater than 3@oot transectsfor 100 percent

coverage of the Project site and the SBfoot buffer, where feasible.A report outlining the

results of the survey shall be submitted to the Lead Agency.

Potential kit fox dens may be excavated provided that the following conditions arassfied:

(1) the den has been monitored for at least five consecutive days and is deemed unoccupied
by a qualified biologist; (2) the excavation is conducted by or under the direct supervision
of a qualified biologist. Den monitoring and excavation shoulde conducted in accordance
with the Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit
Fox Prior to or During Ground DisturbancéUnited States Fish and Wildlife Service, 2011)

MM BIO-2: Prior to ground disturbance activities, or within one week of being deployed at
the Project site for newly hired workers, all construction workers at the Project site shall
attend a Construction Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program,
developedand presented by a qualified biologist.

The Construction Worker Environmental Awareness Training and Education Program shall

be presented by the biologist and shall include information on the life history wildlife and

plant species that may be encountereduring construction activities, their legal protections,

OEA AAEET EOCEIT 1T £ OOAEA6 O1 AAO OEA %l AAT CAOAA
implementing to protect the species, reporting requirements, specific measures that each

worker must employ to avoid take of the species, and penalties for violation of the Act.
Identification and information regarding speciatstatus or other sensitive species with the

potential to occur on the Project site shall also be provided to construction personnel. The

program shall include:

1 An acknowledgement form signed by each worker indicating that environmental
training has been completecland

1 A copy of the training transcript and/or training video/CD, as well as a list of the
names of all personnel who attended tb training and copies of the signed
acknowledgement forms shall be maintaied onsite for the duration of construction
activities.

MM BIO3: The following measures shall be implemented to reduce potential impacts to

3xAET O1 1 & all Pioject BetlyitA O AOA AT I pi AOAA 1T OOOEAA 1 £
nesting season (February 15 through August 31), this mitigation measure shall need not be

applied. If construction is planned during the nesting season, a preconstruction survey shall

be conducted by a qualied biologist to evaluate the site and a O-file buffer around the

OEOA A O AAOEOA 3xAET OI 160 EAxE 1TAOGOO8 )& b
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substrates occur within 0.5 miles of the Project site, then those nests or substrates must be

the protocol outlinedinthe 2 AA7 /1 [ AT AAA 4E7 EI C AT A -AOCEI Al T ¢
. AOOCET ¢ 3000AUO EI #AIBAEAIEADBD HAANXxEOA4 A AFAIE
Committee 2000). The protocol recommends visits be made to each nest or nesting site: one

during January XMarch 20 to identify potential nest sites, three during March 2@April 5,

three during April 5zApril 20, and three during June 1@July 30. To meet the minimum level

of protection for the species, surveys shall be completed for at least the two survey periods
immediately prior to Project-related ground disturbance activities.

) £ 3xAET OT 1680 EAxEO AOA Al QGAMOEGA 13AOE IxEOEED H
shall be avoided by 0.5 mils during the nesting period, unless this avoidance buffer is
OAAOAAA OEOI OCE Al 1001 OAOET 1T xEOE edDiElAcatéd$ &7 8 )
within 500 feet of the Project or within the Project site, the Project proponent shall contact

CDFW for guidance.

MM BIO4: A qualified biologist shall conduct a preconstruction survey on the Project site
and within 500 feet of its perimetea, where feasible, to identify the presence of the western
burrowing owl. The survey shall be conducted between 14 and 30 days prior to the start of
construction activities. If any burrowing owl burrows are observed during the
preconstruction survey, avoidance measures shall be consistent with those included in the
CDFW staff report on burrowing owl mitigation (CDFG 2012). If occupied burrowing owl
burrows are observed outside of the breeding season (September 1 through January 31) and
within 250 feet of proposed construction activities, a passive relocation effort may be
instituted in accordance with the guidelines established by the California Burrowing Owl
Consortium (1993) and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (2012). During the
breeding seaon (February 1 through August 31), a200-meter (minimum) buffer zone
should be maintained unless a qualified biologist verifies through noninvasive methods that
either the birds have not begun egg laying and incubation or that juveniles from the occupied
burrows are foraging independently and are capable of independent survival.

In addition, impacts to nest sitesshall be avoided in accordance with the following table
unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW verifies through noninvasive methods that
either: (1) the birds have not begun egg laying and incubation; ¢2) that juveniles from the
occupied burrows are foraging independently and are capable of independent survival.

Location Time of Year Level of Disturbance

Low Med High
Nestingsites | April 1-Aug 15| 200 m* | 500 m | 500 m

Nesting sites | Aug 160ct 15| 200 m | 200 m | 500 m
Nesting sites | Oct 16Mar 31 | 50 m 100 m | 500 m

Valencia MulttFamily Home Development Project August2020
City of Avenal Page3-26



Biological Resources

MM BIO5: If construction is planned outside the nesting period foraptors (other than the
western burrowing owl) and migratory birds (February 15 to August 31), no mitigation shall
be required. If construction is planned during the nesting season for migratory fids and
raptors, a preconstruction survey to identify active bird nests shall be conducted by a
gualified biologist to evaluate the site and a 25@oot buffer for migratory birds and a 500
foot buffer for raptors. If nesting birds are identified during thesurvey, active raptor nests
shall be avoided by 500 feet and all other migratory bird nests shall be avoided by 250 feet.
Avoidance buffers may be reduced if a qualified onsite monitor determines that
encroachment into the buffer area is not affecting nesouilding, the rearing of young, or
otherwise affecting the breeding behaviors of the resident birds. Because nesting birds can
establish new nests or produce a second or even third clutch at any time during the nesting
season, nesting bird surveys shalbe repeated every 30 days as construction activities are
occurring throughout the nesting season.

No construction or earth-moving activity shall occur within a nondisturbance buffer until it

is determined by a qualified biologist that the young have fledgd (left the nest) and have
attained sufficient flight skills to avoid Project construction areas. Once the migratory birds
or raptors have completed nesting and young have fledged, disturbance buffers will no
longer be needed and can be removed, and mooitng can cease.

MM BIO-6: During all construction-related activities, the following mitigation shall apply:

a. All food-related trash items such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be
disposed of in securely closed containersAll food-related trash items such as
wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps shall be disposed of in securely closed
containers and removed at least once a week from the construction or Project site.

b. Construction-related vehicle traffic shall be restricted to established roads and
predetermined ingress and egress corridors, staging, and parking areas. Vehicle
speedsshall not exceed 20 miles per hour (mph) within the Project site.

c. To prevent inadvertent entrapment of kit fox or other animals during construction,
the contractor shall cover all excavated, steepalled holes or trenches more than
two feet deep at the close of each workday with plywood or similar materials. If holes
or trenches cannot be overed, one or more escape ramps constructed of earthen fill
or wooden planks shall be installed in the trench. Before such holes or trenches are
filled, the contractor shall thoroughly inspect them for entrapped animals. All
construction-related pipes, cuverts, or similar structures with a diameter of four
inches or greater that are stored on the Project site shall be thoroughly inspected for
wildlife before the pipe is subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved
in anyway. If at any time an strapped or injured kit fox is discovered, work in the
immediate area shall be temporarily halted and USFWS and CDFW shall be consulted.

d. Kitfoxes are attracted to derlike structures such as pipes and may enter stored pipes
and become trapped or injured All construction pipes, culverts, or similar structures
with a diameter of four inches or greater that are stored at a construction site for one
or more overnight periods shall be thoroughly inspected for kit foxes before the pipe
is subsequently buried,capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way. If a kit fox is
discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe shall not be moved until the USFWS and
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